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your educational programs as well as to enhance students’ digital learning experience.

Using QR Technology to Promote Educational Excellence and Engagement
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Dr. David Ni
College of Arts, Sciences and Technology

Introduction
Can you guess where this will take you?

What can I do?
QR codes provide new and engaging ways to share information
with students. Using QR technology does not only appeal to the
young generation, but it also aligns with mobile trends, instant
access, and student-centered learning.
1. Use QR codes to promote an educational program/event
Use QR codes to market
your school’s program,
event, showcase, etc. a QR
code can help students
access instantly to contact
information, news,
registration, promotions,
survey etc.

Quick Response codes are two-dimensional bar codes that can be
interpreted by a mobile device equipped with a code-reading app.

How do I create one?
QR Codes can be created in 5 easy steps. Download your code and
insert it into any document or presentation for free!
Step 1: Develop your content.
Consider the type of content you want to share. Examples include:
•
•
•
•
•

Extended Exploration
In order to attract users (including students) to your
designated content, you may want to make your QR code
more stylish, customized, and context-relevant. Below are
some of examples:

Registration pages
Handouts or tutorials
Educational videos
Relevant websites lis
Supplemental instruction

Step 2: Find an online QR Code Generator.
QR code-generating sites include Kaywa, QRStuff, Zxing, Delivr,
SnapVu, etc.

If so, you can use either online custom tool (e.g. Unitag) or
Photo editing tool (e.g Photoshop). Enjoy making and using
QR codes creatively!

2. Provide students just-in-time tutorials/manuals
Use QR codes for answers or
tutorials. Students can scan the
code when they are having
trouble or need help during
problem-solving. You can also
add additional information to
equipment (e.g. gym) to
demonstrate use.

QR codes have been applied widely, including marketing,
advertising, entertainment, ticketing, tracking inventory, etc.
These codes are intended to attract the potential consumers/users
to enriched, instant, multimedia, and interactive information.
Below are some examples:

Marketing

Business Card

QR Code Generator

Step 3: Add your content.
• Select the type of your content on the QR code generator
• Enter your information

Use you mobile to scan the code below and give your feedback.

3. Integrate multimedia /interaction into educational materials

Use QR codes to add
multimedia/interactive content to
hardcopy materials/objects. Each code
links to video/audio discussing the
designated topics.

Step 4: Make sure it works.
Wait! Make sure your code works the way you want it to before
you slap it onto your site, card, document, etc.

4. Enhance learning through augmented reality
Entertainment
Magazine

QR codes can provide augmented
reality at little to no cost. A
teacher could design a series of
codes, questions, and activities to
form opportunities for discovery,
collaboration and critical thinking.

Ticketing

In order to read a QR code on your mobile device,
1. Download and install a code-reader app.
2. Scan the QR image.
3. Access the content. It is easy!

Now that you know what a QR code is and how it be used,
consider what can be done with QR codes in educational
settings!

Additional Resources
Step 5: Share it
You can add your QR code by sharing its link, embed it into your
blog, or save the image to a file which you can print on flyers,
business cards, or anything else you can think of.

• Wikipedia QR code
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QR_code

• QR Codes In Education
www.livebinders.com/play/play/51894

5. Offer location/context based learning opportunities
• QR Codes Lesson Plan: Interactive Cube
www.speechtechie.com/2011/10/qr-codes-part-7-another-lesson-plan.html

QR codes can help build a
situated learning
environment that is timeand place-relevant (e.g.
scavenger hunts, or field
study).

• 7 ways higher education can use QR codes to connect with
current and prospective students
blog.noellevitz.com/2010/11/24/7-ways-higher-education-qr-codes-connect-current-prospective-students/

• QR codes and Augmented Reality
www.slideshare.net/libshari/qr-codes-and-augmented-reality-in-the-fe-lrc
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