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Graduate Program 

In 1991 , Franklin University began the planning of 
the Master of Business Administration Program 
with a clean slate. The weaknesses in existing MBA 
programs and the issues facing individuals and 
corporations in the '90s were used to design a 
graduate program that was exactly what businesses 
were seeking. Our research resulted in a fully 
integrated and efficient MBA Program that teaches 
people how to solve organizational and global 
challenges from a human perspective. 

Franklin University's 24-month, evening MBA Program 
is taught by faculty with academic qualifications 
and business experience and is attended by current 
and future executives of central Ohio's most 
prominent companies. That mix of real-world business 
experience and academic credentials results in a 
contemporary and pragmatic MBA Program. 

Unique features of our MBA Program include an 
artist-in-residence, who helps integrate the theories 
of creativity into the courses and case studies; and 
executive teams-in-residence, who help incorporate 
the latest business thinking and practices into the 
curriculum, producing competency-based teaching 
techniques. By infusing the business curriculum 
with content that awakens and promotes 
creative thinking and problem solving, Franklin 
University teaches students to think critically and 
remain open to possibilities. 

Franklin University allows students to complete a 
joint BS and MBA in the areas of Accounting, 
Health Services Administration, and Organizational 
Leadership and Management through unique five­
year programs. 

And Franklin's new Accelerated MBA for Interna­
tional Students offers an intense day-time graduate 
program for interna-
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Academic Regalia 

Identification of the hood and robe as academic 

apparel is believed to have originated at the English 

universities of Oxford and Cambridge during the 

13th and 14th centuries. The hoods are thought to 

be carried over from the times when the monks 

who operated universities wore them to protect 

their shaved heads in winter. The robe also may 

have been necessary for warmth in the unheated 

buildings frequented by medieval scholars. 

Use of the academic robe came to the United 

States in the 18th century. In 1895, a conference of 

various university officials adopted a universal code 

of design and color, which has undergone numer­

ous revisions in subsequent years. 

Robe styles vary for the bachelor's, master's and 

doctoral degrees. The width of sleeve borders and 

length of the hood increases with each advanced 

degree. The color of the velvet border on the hood 

indicates the type of advanced degree achieved. 

Undergraduate Honor Cords 

Gold signifies summa cum laude, 3.80 or above 

cumulative grade point average. 

Light blue signifies magna cum laude, 3.60-3.79 

cumulative grade point average. 

White signifies cum laude, 3.40-3.59 cumulative 

grade point average. 

To qualify for these honors, students 

must complete a minimum of 60 cumu­

lative trimester hours in baccalaureate 

coursework or 30 trimester hours in 

associate coursework at Franklin University 

Red signifies transfer achievement, 3.40 or above 

cumulative grade point average. 

Because a large percentage of students 

transfer from other institutions, those 
earning a bachelor's degree with fewer 

than 60 trimester hours from Franklin 

University and fewer than 30 trimester 

hours for an associate's degree are eligible 

for transfer achievement honors. 
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